KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM

“Kindergarten is, you know, a garden where the children grow.”

Philosophy:

Kindergarten is aimed at children five years of age. Our goal is to prepare your child for first grade.

We will concentrate on language, reading, writing and mathematical skills through a variety of themes and activities.

Our objective is to encourage your child to become an independent and confident learner in a nurturing and stimulating environment.

By the end of the kindergarten year, most children will demonstrate skills and competencies in the following curriculum areas.

LANGUAGE ARTS

Language Development:

*Expresses ideas clearly and logically

*Listens with understanding

*Expresses self orally, through pictures and through writing

*Asks questions

*Follows directions

*Participates in discussions

*Recites simple poems, rhymes and songs

*Participates in dramatic play

Literacy Development:

*Sees self as a reader

*Enjoys to look at books and have stories read

*Knows that books can tell about real life experiences

*Knows that pictures and words can convey a story or information

*Begins to choose books independently

*Can tell a story using pictures or words while looking through pages of a book

*Responds to literature in a variety of ways e.g discussions, drawing pictures, etc..

Reading:

*Recognises the first letter of their name

*Recognises their name

*Identifies upper and lower case letters * Recognises that language is broken into words

*Recognises words consist of sounds

*Develops phonological awareness

*Recognises beginning and ending consonant sounds

*Recognises vowel sounds

*Blends sounds to form and read words

*Uses common letter patterns e.g c-a-t *Recognises rhyming patterns in word groups

*Develops a sight word vocabulary

*Begins to demonstrate an awareness of punctuation

Writing:

*Knows that writing is a form of communication

*Reproduces words from signs and other sources in the immediate environment

*Uses left to right progression

*Practises fine motor skills

*Holds a pencil correctly

*Traces letters and words

*Copies letters and words

*Forms letters of the alphabet correctly

*Writes own name

*Uses drawings and words to express ideas

*Maintains a writing diary

*Takes risks in attempting new conventions and spelling unfamiliar words

*Uses common letter patterns e.g c-a-t

*Recognises patterns in word groups e.g hat,cat,sat

MATHEMATICS

*Recognises and forms numerals 0-10

*Counts with objects to 20

*Counts by rote from 1-20

*Identifies and orders whole numbers 0-20

*Progresses to recognise and write numbers 0-100

*Explores numerical patterns and number line concepts

*Makes simple matchings- one to one

*Develops concepts of more than one 

*Develops concepts of less than one

· Begins to solve basic addition and subtraction problems

· Compares two sets of objects using words more, less, equal

· Reads, writes and represents numbers in words and numerals in written and oral form

· Places objects in ascending and descending order

· Uses vocabulary of measurement on an informal basis: length,area,weight and capacity

· Experiences the calendar in terms of days, months and seasons

· Identifies the time nearest the hour

· Demonstrates an understanding of concepts of time e.g morning, afternoon, today yesterday

· Recognises and names simple shapes

· Recognises open and closed figures

· Recognises halves

· Recognises symmetrical patterns

· Recognises primary and secondary colours

SCIENCE

The Kindergarten curriculum offers many opportunities for students to become more aware of their senses and to use them to observe the world around them. By observing the patterns of changes in life,students will begin to understand the important change and continuity that allows scientists to interpret the past and sometimes predict future events.

Units covered:

· Senses

· Seasons

· Lifecycles of Animals and Plants

· The Human Body

SOCIAL STUDIES

Kindergarten social studies seeks to bring about a child’s understanding of being an individual, a unique and valuable person; that each person is among many with similarities and differences; that each person is capable of creating associations and experiences activities that encourage growth from individual to group competence while developing a sense of place and historical perspective.

Units covered:

*All About Me

· The World and Me

· Transport

· Community/School

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT

· Sings to a variety of music, alone and with others

· Performs to a variety of music on instruments, alone and with others

· Improvises melodies

· Composes music within given guidelines

· Moves to a beat in music

· Dances and recites to music

· Participates in imitation music games

· Expresses creativity in body movement

· Participates in theatrical performances
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